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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

Claims 1-20 (Previously cancelled without prejudice or disclaimer). 

Claims 21-27 Cancelled without prejudice or disclaimer. 

Claim 28 (Previously cancelled without prejudice or disclaimer). 

Claims 29-34 Cancelled without prejudice or disclaimer. 

Claims 35-39 (Previously cancelled without prejudice or disclaimer). 

Claims 45 & 46 (Previously cancelled without prejudice or disclaimer). 

Claims 40-44 Cancelled without prejudice or disclaimer. 

Claim 47 Cancelled without prejudice or disclaimer. 

48. (Previously Presented) A card reader for processing a card having encoded 
thereon, in decodable form, information identifying a card holder of said card, said card 
reader comprising: 

(a) a housing; 

(b) a display disposed on said housing; 

(c) a control circuit; 

(d) a memory in communication with said control circuit; and 

(e) a card reading unit incorporated in said housing reading said information of 
said card that encodes information identifying a card holder of said card, said card 
reading unit being coupled to said control circuit, 

(f) wherein said card reader is configured to sense a level of degradation of said 
card, and 
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(g) wherein said card reader is furtlner configured to display indicia on said 
display in a manner that varies depending upon a determined level of degradation of 
said card. 

49. (Previously Presented) The card reader of claim 48. wherein said card reading 
unit includes a bar code reader. 

50. (Previously Presented) The card reader of claim 48. wherein said card reading 
unit includes an imaging assembly. 

51 . (Previously Presented) The card reader of claim 48, wherein said card reader 
includes a tray for holding said card. 

52. (Previously Presented) The card reader of claim 48, wherein said memory 
includes a lookup table correlating card type with operating parameters of said reader, 
wherein said control circuit reads data of said lookup table so that operating parameters 
of said reader vary depending upon card type of said card. 

53. (Previously Presented) The card reader of claim 48, wherein said card reading 
unit is provided by an imaging assembly, and wherein said card reader is configured to 
sense a level of degradation of said card by processing of image data. 

54. (Previously Presented) The card reader of claim 48, wherein said card reading 
unit is provided by a bar code reader, wherein said card reader is configured to 
determine a level of degradation of said card by determining a level of error correction 
of a bar code symbol. 



55. (Previously Presented) The card reader of claim 48, wherein said card reader 
includes a slot for receiving a card. 
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56. (Previously Presented) The card reader of claim 48, wherein said housing is a 
hand held housing. 

57. (Previously Presented) The card reader of claim 48, wherein said control circuit 
and said memory are disposed within said housing. 

Claims 58-74 Cancelled without prejudice or disclaimer. 

75. (Currently Amended) A method comprising the steps of: 

(a) providing a card reader capable of detecting a card degradation status of a 
card that has a corresponding cardhold e r card holder: 

(b) detecting card degradation status of said card using said card reader capable 
of detecting card degradation status; 

(c) communicating said detected card degradation status detected at stem (b) to 
a remote processor system; and 

(d) sending a notice or a new card to said card holder if data of said remote 
processor system indicates that a card degradation status of said card has exceeded a 
predetermined level. 

76. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 75, wherein said card carries a bar 
code symbol. 

77. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 75, wherein said card is a driver's 
license. 

78. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 75, wherein said detecting step (b) 
includes the step of processing an image representation. 

79. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 75, wherein said providing step 
includes the step of providing a card reader having an RF tag reader. 
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80. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 75, wherein said providing step 
includes the step of providing a hand held reader having a display. 

81 . (Currently Amended) A card reader system including a card reader for 
processing a card having encoded thereon, in decodable form, information identifying a 
card holder of said card, said card reader system comprising: 

(a) a card reader including 

^ a housing; 

(b) a display disposed on said housing; 
{g^ a control circuit; 

44) a memory in communication with said control circuit; and 
<e) a card reading unit incorporated in said housing reading said 

information of said card that encodes information identifying a card holder of said card, 

said card reading unit being coupled to said control circuit, 

<f) wherein said card reader is configured to sense a level of degradation 

of said card and to send information indicating a level of degradation of a card to said 

romoto prococcor cvctom. a storage location: and 

(b) a remote processor system 

^ wherein said remote processor system is configured so that said 
remote processor system, responsively to r e c ei pt processing of said information sent to 
said storage locationr r.11 issues a communication resulting in a notice or a new card 
being sent to a cardholder card holder if data of said remote processor system indicates 
that a card degradation status of said card has exceeded a predetermined level. 

82. (Currently Amended) The card reader system of claim 81 , wherein said card 
reading unit includes a bar code reader. 

83. (Currently Amended) The card reader system of claim 81 , wherein said card 
reading unit includes an imaging assembly. 
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84. (Currently Amended) The card reader system of claim 81 , wherein said card 
reading unit is provided by an imaging assembly, and wherein said card reader is 
configured to sense a level of degradation of said card by processing of image data. 

85. (Currently Amended) The card reader system of claim 81 , wherein said card 
reading unit is provided by a bar code reader, wherein said card reader is configured to 
determine a level of degradation of said card by determining a level of error correction 
of a bar code symbol. 

86. (Currently Amended) The card reader system of claim 81 , wherein said card 
reader includes a slot for receiving a card. 

87. (Currently Amended) The card reader system of claim 81 , wherein said housing 
is a hand held housing. 

88. (Currently Amended) The card reader system of claim 81 , wherein said control 
circuit and said memory are disposed within said housing. 

89. (New) The card reader system of claim 81 , wherein said storage location is a 
remote processor system. 

90. (New) The card reader of claim 48, wherein said card reader is configured to 
send information indicating said level of level of degradation to a remote processor 
system. 

91 . (New) The card reader of claim 48, wherein said housing has at least a bottom 
and a side, and wherein said card reader further comprises a control panel disposed on 
said housing; 

a tray assembly mounted to said housing, said tray assembly having a tray for 
receiving an identification card and wherein said card reader includes: 
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an imaging assembly in communication with said control circuit having an 
imaging axis passing through said tray. 

92. (New) The card reader of claim 91 , wherein said housing includes a hole, and 
wherein said at least one tray opposes said hole, wherein said imaging axis further 
passes through said hole, and wherein an object detection symbol is disposed on said 
at least one tray, wherein said tray is mounted at an angle of at least about 10 degrees 
relative to a plate perpendicular to said imaging axis so that specular reflections are 
reduced. 

93. (New) The card reader of claim 91 , wherein said tray assembly includes a 
plurality of trays, wherein said at least one tray is adapted to be of adjustable height, 
and wherein said control circuit displays a prompt on said display prompting a user to 
place a card on a certain tray of said tray assembly depending on said determined tray 
height. 

94. (New) The card reader of claim 91 , wherein said memory includes a lookup table 
that correlates card type with tray height, and wherein said control circuit determines a 
card type of said card and reads data from said lookup table to determine a tray height 
for said card based on said card type, wherein said memory includes a lookup table 
correlating card type with operating parameters of said reader, wherein said control 
circuit reads data of said lookup table so that operating parameters of said reader vary 
depending upon a card type of said card. 

95. (New) The card reader of claim 91 , wherein said memory includes a lookup table 
correlating card type information with dataform information, wherein said control circuit 
deactivates certain decoding algorithms when processing a card based on said 
dataform information so that decoding algorithms activated by said control circuit when 
processing a card depends on a card type of said card. 
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96. (New) The card reader of claim 91 , wherein said control circuit determines a card 
type of said card by displaying on said display a card type prompt prompting a user for 
card type information and by reading user input data input in response to said card type 
prompt. 

97. (New) The card reader of claim 91 , wherein said control circuit is adapted to: 
display in said display a right-side up prompt prompting a user to place an 

identification card in said tray right-side up; 

read a dataform of a topside of said card; 

display on said display an upside down prompt prompting a user to place an 
identification card in said tray bottom-side up; 

read a dataform of a bottom-side of said card; 

compare decoded dataform data from a topside of a card to decoded dataform 
data from a bottom-side of a card; and 

display on said display an INVALID CARD message if there is a mismatch of 
topside and bottom-side data. 

98. (New) The card reader of claim 91, wherein said car reader is configured to read 
dataform of said card where a dataform of a topside of said card is an OCR decodable 
dataform and wherein a dataform of a bottom-side of said card is a symbol dataform. 

99. (New) The card reader of claim 91 , wherein said control circuit decodes said at 
least one dataform to determine a first set of image information, captures an image 
representation of a photograph of said card to determine a second set of image 
information, and displays on said display said first set of image information side by side 
said second set of image information. 
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100. (New) The card reader of claim 91 , further comprising a mag stripe reader, 
wherein said control circuit is adapted to: 

decode said dataform of said card to generate a first decoded message from a 
first card; 

display on said display a prompt prompting a user to swipe a second card in said 
mag stripe reader; 

read said mag stripe of said second card to generate a second decoded 
message from a second card; and 

compare said first decoded message to said second decoded message. 

101 . (New) The card reader of claim 91 , wherein said card reader is in communication 
with an external database stored on an Internet server, and wherein said control circuit 
is adapted to: 

decode a dataform of said card to generate a dataform message; 

parse data of one certain field of said dataform message from remaining data 
from said dataform message wherein said parsed field data parsed from said dataform 
message is name field data' 

access said external database; 

call database data from said remote database using said parsed field data; and 
compare remaining data from said dataform message to said database data 
called from said remote database. 

102. (New) The reader of claim 91, wherein said reader is mobile and hand-held, 
wherein said housing comprises a front and a top, wherein said imaging axis extends 
from a front of said reader, wherein said tray assembly extends from a front of said 
housing, and wherein said control panel and display are disposed in said top of said 
housing. 
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103. (New) A method comprising the steps of: 

(a) providing a card reader capable of detecting a card degradation status of a 
card that has a corresponding card holder; 

(b) detecting card degradation status of said card using said card reader capable 
of detecting card degradation status; 

(c) communicating said detected card degradation status detected at step (b) to 
a remotely located database; 

(d) processing data of said database; and 

(e) issuing a communication resulting in a notice or a new card being sent to said 
card holder responsively to said processing. 

104. (New) The method of claim 103, wherein said processing of step (d) includes 
determining whether said card degradation status has exceeded a predetermined level. 

105. (New) The method of claim 103, wherein said database includes card holder 
Identifiers correlated with card degradation status for a plurality of card holders. 

106. (New) The method of claim 103, wherein said card carries a bar code symbol. 

107. (New) The method of claim 103, wherein said card is a driver's license. 

108. (New) The method of claim 103, wherein said detecting step (b) includes the 
step of processing an image representation. 

109. (New) The method of claim 103, wherein said providing step includes the step of 
providing a card reader having an RF tag reader. 

110. (New) The method of claim 103, wherein said providing step includes the step of 
providing a hand held reader having a display. 



10 



Application No. 09/788,179 
Amendment dated July 13, 2007 
Reply to Office Action of March 13. 2007 



Docket No.: 283-304 



111. (New) A card reader system having a card reader for processing a card Inaving 
encoded thereon, in decodable form, information identifying a card holder of said card, 
said card reader system comprising: 

(a) a card reader including 

a housing; 

a display disposed on said housing; 
a control circuit; 

a memory in communication with said control circuit and 

a card reading unit incorporated in said housing reading said information 

of said card that encodes information identifying a card holder of said card, said card 

reading unit being coupled to said control circuit 

wherein said card reader is configured to sense a level of degradation of 

said card and to send information indicating a level of degradation of a card to a 

database, and 

(b) a remote processor system 

wherein said remote processor system is configured to process data of 
said database and responsively to said processing send a communication resulting in a 
notice or a new card being sent to said card holder. 

112. (New) The card reader system of claim 111, wherein said processing includes 
determining whether said card degradation status has exceeded a predetermined level. 

1 1 3. (New) The card reader system of claim 111, wherein said database includes 
card holder identifiers correlated with card degradation status for a plurality of card 
holders. 

114. (New) The card reader system of claim 111, wherein said card reader is hand 
held. 

1 1 5. (New) The card reader system of claim 111, wherein said card reading unit 
includes a bar code reader. 
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1 1 6. (New) The card reader system of claim 111, wherein said card reading unit 
includes an imaging assembly. 

117. (New) The card reader system of claim 111, wherein said card reading unit is 
provided by an imaging assembly, and wherein said card reader is configured to sense 
a level of degradation of said card by processing of image data. 

118. (New) The card reader system of claim 111, wherein said card reader is 
configured to sense a level of degradation of said card conditionally on the condition 
that said card reader encounters difficulty in reading said card. 

119. (New) The card reader system of claim 111, wherein said card reader is 
configured to sense a level of degradation of said card responsively to a control input by 
an operator of said card reader. 

120. (New) The card reader system of claim 111, wherein said card reading unit is 
provided by a bar code reader, wherein said card reader is configured to determine a 
level of degradation of said card by determining a level of error correction of a bar code 
symbol. 

121 . (New) The card reader system of claim 111, wherein said card reader includes a 
slot for receiving a card. 

122. (New) The card reader system of claim 111, wherein said housing is a hand held 
housing. 

123. (New) The card reader system of claim 111, wherein said control circuit and said 
memory are disposed within said housing. 
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124. (New) The card reader system of claim 111, wherein said card reader utilizes 
said card reader unit for said sensing of said level of degradation of said card. 

1 25. (New) The card reader system of claim 111, wherein said database is stored on 
a remote processor system. 

126. (New) A card reader system having a card reader for processing a card having 
encoded thereon, in decodable form, information identifying a card holder of said card, 
said card reader system comprising: 

(a) a card reader including 

a housing; 

a display disposed on said housing; 
a control circuit; 

a memory in communication with said control circuit; and 

a card reading unit incorporated in said housing reading said information 

of said card that encodes information identifying a card holder of said card, said card 

reading unit being coupled to said control circuit; 

wherein said card reader is configured to send information indicating a 

level of degradation of a card to a storage location; and 

(b) a remote processor system 

wherein said remote processor system is configured to process said 
information sent to said storage location and responsively to said processing send a 
communication resulting in a notice or a new card being sent to a card holder. 

127. (New) The card reader system of claim 126, wherein said processing includes 
determining whether said card degradation status has exceeded a predetermined level. 

128. (New) The card reader system of claim 126, wherein said database includes 
card holder identifiers correlated with card degradation status for a plurality of card 
holders. 
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129. (New) The card reader system of claim 126, wherein said card reader is 
configured to send said information indicating a level of degradation of said card 
conditionally on the condition that said card reader encounters difficult in reading said 
card. 

130. (New) The card reader system of claim 126, wherein said card reader is 
configured to said information indicating a level of degradation of said card responsively 
to a control input into said card reader. 

131 . (New) The card reader system of claim 126, wherein said card reader is 
configured to send said information indicating a level of degradation of said card 
responsively to a control input by an operator of said card reader. 

132. (New) The card reader system of claim 126, wherein said card reading unit 
includes a bar code reader. 

133. (New) The card reader system of claim 126, wherein said card reading unit 
includes an imaging assembly. 

134. (New) The card reader system of claim 126, wherein said card reader is 
configured to sense a level of degradation of said card. 

135. (New) The card reader system of claim 126, wherein said card reading unit is 
provided by an imaging assembly, and wherein said card reader is configured to sense 
a level of degradation of said card by processing of image data. 

136. (New) The card reader system of claim 126, wherein said card reading unit is 
provided by a bar code reader, wherein said card reader is configured to determine a 
level of degradation of said card by determining a level of error correction of a bar code 
symbol. 
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137. (New) The card reader system of claim 126, wherein said card reader includes a 
slot for receiving a card. 

138. (New) The card reader system of claim 126, wherein said housing is a hand held 
housing. 

139. (New) The card reader system of claim 126, wherein said control circuit and said 
memory are disposed within said housing. 

140. (New) The card reader system of claim 126, wherein said card reader utilizes 
said card reader unit for said sensing of said level of degradation of said card. 

141 . (New) The card reader system of claim 126, wherein said storage location is a 
remote processor system. 
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